



SAKSHI GOPAL 191 

His love was powerful, his god merciful, but was that enough to win 
him the respect of the world? More importantly, would he win the fair 
Vasanti as his wife? But who would be his witness? According to 
legend, a miracle occurred. The innocence of the penniless young 
orphan was declared. The dishonest, the greedy and the ungrateful 
could only watch on amazed. 
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THE CELESTIAL 
NECKLACE 




‘Amar Oiifro Kathas are a glonous tribofe to Irdias nch cu'tural hentogc Thosó books 
have been an integ r a! part of rny childrens eaHy years, os they have been for many 
o‘her fonihei ocroiS India Corruc s are a great way of reaching out to childrcn, mculcat- 
mg feeding hobtfi and driving thcir quest to learn more about our roots 
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LONG LONG AGO,!N A SMALL VILLA GE LIVEP RAGHAV 
/. THE/R ON LH CHILD, VAGANT !, IN AG A 5WEET UTTLE GIRL 
'THEZ CH/LPREN OF THE VILLA GE LOVEP TO PLAW 


ANP 

WITH IN HOM 


BUT VAGANT! WOULD NE VER BEGIN A 
MA TE , MAHINDRA , A POOR PEST/Tm 


GAME WITHOUT HER FAVOURJTE PLAH 
- ORPHANiWAG THERE. i- 


THERE COM ES T 

'01 MAHINDRA BHAVVA 

ZA LAST! 


UTERALLN BROTHERiA TERM OF AFFECT!OM 















































































































































amar chitra katha 



whv are 

v OU LATE? 


I WENT TO BRIN6 
THESE FLOWERS 
FOR VOCi F ROM 
THE PON0 OUT- 

5IPE THE 



f I WAS > 
WAITIN6 FOR 
VOÜ T O CO/A E 
ANP PU/CK 


kSOME 6 UA VA 


^^FOR ^ 



MAHINPRA 



WH AT HE SA/P WAS TE.Ut.MAH/NPRA WAS 
ALWAWS PART!AL TO VASANT!. 









WHV 
NOT! 

COME. 

LET’S 

60. 
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THE CH/LP VASANT! SOON 6PEW UP TO BE A PEMURE VOUNG WOMAA/ • 




ONE PAH, THE VILLA6E NURSE CAME TO 
SEE HER MOT HER . r 


RADHA3AI, WHV PON’T HOU 
6ET VA5ANTI MARRIED TO 
MAHINPRA ? HE IS A 60OP 
EOV ANP HA5 ALWAV5 

'.IKED HER. 



MEANWH/LE THE V/LLA6E ASTROLOGER 
MET RA6HAV. \ 

I BHAWAM HAVE AN ELI6IBLE 
j BRIPE6POOM IN MIND FOR 
I VASANTI.COME TO MV hOü 5E 



WH EN RA6HAV CAME HOM E 

OüR ASTR0L06ER WANT5 
TO TALK TOMÉ ABOOT 
VA5ANTI , 5 MARRIA6E. 

BEFORE I MEET HIM 
l’P LIKE TO KNOW 

IF VOO HAVE ANV 

SUITABLE BOV 
IN Ml NP. 
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I HAVE NOT THOÜ6HT 
OF ANYBOPV. 8UT OUR. 

V/LLA6E NOR6E 
^ SAVS MAHINPRA / 
JL 15 A 600P / 

fV MATCH. / 


V v 




, 1 ' 


Mr 




whatJmahindra 

OF ALL BOY5| THAT 
DE5TITÜTE ORPHAN 
■ LAP/ 





f HOW COüLD WOU ' 
EVER THINK OF 6IVIN6 
OüR PAÜ6HTER TO HM? 
I 5HALL 5EE lVHOM 
THE A5TROLOGER 

[I l 506 É>E 5 T 5 *^ 


in 



« r M 

1 1 

raFltP 

1 I ir 
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PANPITJI, WHO 
15 THE BOY VOO 
HAP IN AMNPP 


WHO BUT THE 
WIPOWER, 5LIKH- 
VIR, THE 
RICHE5T MAN 
IN THE 
VILLA6E ! 




RUT... 
ISN’T HE 
RATHER 
OLP P 


50 WHAT ? POE5N*T 
HI6 60LP MORE 
THAN MAKE UP J 
FOR IT ? . / 


LOOK,THERE HE GOES 
-LIKE A KINö! 


SUKHWK WAS PASSING 3</ J 
PLATTSPERS FOLLOW/NQ WM 
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MEANH/WLE MAWHPeA MET UAtfifJT! 
ONE EVENiNö 


I HAVt COME TO 
5AV FAREWELL. l’M 
LEAVING FOR THE. 
TEMPLE TOWN 
TO MAKE A 
V LIVING. A 






A 


* ▼ 


r 1 1 



I VAS ANTI , AT O/VCE SAP AND SHY , 

' REM A INEP SPEECHLESS ... 


AA/P MAH/NPRA Qt/IETLV WALK EP 
AWAV- 



I WOULD 
CONSIPER 
IT A 

PRIVILEGE 


A PA'iS LATER , SUKHV/R 
MET RA6HAV- f 


RA6HAVJIi I AM PREPARING TO c 
ON A PIL6RJMA6E TO GOPALJl'S 
TEMPLE AT THE HO LV TOWN. 
PANPfTJI ANP A FEW OTHER 
VILLA6ER5 IVILL BE GOIN6 
WITH ME.WOPLP ( t06l LIKE 
TO COME WITH 05 P 


17—i 



RA6HAV WA5 OVERdOYED. 


EVEN 
BEFORE 
HE NAS BE 
COME MV 

50N-IN-LAV 

HE 15 GEN- 
EROUS TO M 

Sr 


[OA/ THE APPOINTED PAY,RA(bHAV LEPT 
'HOME W/TH THE PI LOR!MS . 
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I IT WAS A PLEASANT dOURNEV. THE PIL6RIMS HAP 70 TRAVEL THROU&H 
MANY A V/LLA6E ANP LOVELW FIELD . ,- 
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ONE PAV, THE PANPIT CAME RUNNING 




SUKHVIR WAS HORR/F/EP 


/ HE CANNOT 
STAV IVITH 
US! MAKE 
ARRAN6E- 
MENT5 T O 
HAVE HIM 
. REMOVEP. 


A UTTLE LATER,THE PANPIT MET 



bURNING W/TH FE LIER , RA&hAV SOME 
HOW RE ACH EP THE HUT. 
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MEANWHILE,MAHINPRA,WHO WAS IN THE SAME TOWN, 
MET A MEMBER OF SUKHWR'S PARTV. 



HOW PLEA5EP 
I AM T O MEET 

wou ! hom; is / 

VASANTI P y/ 


WHy pon't wou 

A5K RAGhAVOl P 
HE TOO, HA5 
COME.&LTT HE 15 
. VERV ILL. 





r 

lp_ m 







RAóHAU SUFFEREP ALONE 
IN A PARKyPESERTEP HUT. 




IT’ö ME» 
MAHINPRA» 


PON’T COME 
MEAR ME,6IR| 




*A PHWSICIAN WELL-VERSED IN AWURVEPIC MEP/ONE. 
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...5UKHVIR ANP me PARTV ATE ANP MADE 

merrv . i-m nr- 


WNILE MAHINPRA 5AT 3W THE PELIR1005 


RA6HAV 


THEV ATTENPEP THE FEST/l/AL 


ittj iriri m ir t u ïrt 


SAW VARlOUe INTEREST INC FEAT5 


...ANP WATCHEP 
MANV A PANCE. 
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A FEW PAV5 LATER,THE PAN PIT 
CAME TO RA6HAV. 


WE ARE RET0RNIN6 
HOME TOPAV* BUT 
PO NOT GRIEVE. 
^NVONE,WHO PIE5 
HERE, 15 6IVEN A 
PECENT CREMATfON, , 
I HEAR • 


L 
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ar * 
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RA BH AU, HOWEVEPy PIP NOT PIE . 

W/TH MAHINPRA’5 PEVOTEP CARE,HE WA6 
SPON WELL ENOU&i TO BIT UP. 
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A Of SPECIAL TÜdfii 4 AND MUSIOAN6 PLAVED THEJR. INSTRUMENTS 
IN FRONT OF THE TEMPLE. ” “ " 



UOR5HlP0fADClTV. » * 


fH£ CDHCLUPING RiiE OF THE WORSHIP 
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COME BACK 
WITH ME. 

I SHALL MAKE 
S VU MV 
SON-IN-LAW. 


MAH/NPRA CDULP NOT BEUEVE THAT HG 
LON6-CHERISHEP PREAM WAS AÖOÜT- 
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\a FEW PAH5 LATER,MAHtNPRA ANP RA6HAV 
LEFT FOR THE IR. V/LLA&E • 


r 





<v- ; j l. \ 

^ i'A. 

* ■■ 

i^L 


VOO ARE 
T/REP. LET 
05 RE5T 
FOR A 
WHJLE. 


CW THE OÜT5KIRT5 OF THE VILLA6E , 
77/EY Af£T RAPHABA! ANP VA5ANTI. 

-i 





WHEN WE HE ARP VOO WERE 
ILL, WE BECAME PE5PERATE. 
AT LA5T, WE PECIPEP TO 
COME TO THE TOWN- 




fev 


AR 



rjQi 




/ 


0* 
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eop 15 6REAT, 

HE 5ENT MAHINPRA 
TO HELP 


ME 





V/LLAOE. SOME WERE 


THEW ÖOON REACHEP Th 
HAPPH TO 5EE RAóHAV, 
OTHER.5 WERF NOT. 


OH!RA6HAV 
BHAYVA !50 
WOU HAVE 
RETüRNEP. 


’ 








\ « 


VES 


ANP 


r AL,l/ E TOO, IN \ 

1 SPITE of voor ] 

L CALLÜ05 J 
BEHAVIOüR. /> 
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LATER, RAóHAV TOLP RADHA 
ANP VA SAN Tl ALL TH AT 
HAP HAPPEN EP. 


BOT FOR 
MAHJNPRA 
I WOULP 
HAVE PIEP 



r VA5ANTI, VOOR ^ 
FATHER HA6 PROMISED 
TO MAKE VOO MINE . 
.WE WILL 500N BE J 
MARRiEP- 


A5 BOON AS HE COULP, MAHINPRA FOCJNP AN 
OPPORTUNIT V TO TALK TO PA5ANT/. 






S-^Sav /O* 


; - 


>*». i 


\i 












A Af/4/ /7AV5 LATER, 50KH VIP HAPPEN EP 


TO 5EE VA5ANTI. «-?- 

--- - M l5kl*T THAT PA^HAl/’c, 
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SUKHVIR’S 


TRI EP TO PERSU APE RA6HAV TO CHAN6E H/ö MiND. 




ThINK OF THE \ 

status vou will 

6AIN bV HAVIN6 
5ÜKHVIR AS VOOR 
SON-IN-LAW. j 




WHAT THEV 
SAY 15 T RUE 


& 






;>r UW 




r 


VCXJR PA6J6H- 
TER WILL BE 
LOADED WITH 

60LP ORNA- 
y MENTS. j 




LA'7^ 




r- 








r\ 


**UJ r 


VA 


f/iu N 
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MEANWHIL E, SUKHVJR REPOUBLEP Ht$ 
EFFORTÖ 7V PLEASE RA OH AU- 




bOOD. I HAVE 
NOTHIN6 LEFT 
tx HERE. ƒ 


BEF O FE L O NO, MA HlNDRA HE ARP WH AT WAS OOI NO ON • HE FELT MISERABLE- 

I WILL 60 
AWAV F ROM TH 15 
VILLA6E FOR 


P'+JhJ’ *■ o. & 


' ,J >c 

«<V***lï 


Ja 
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» » 
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CAN 

| PISORACE "N 
RAOHAVdl BEF ORE 
THE ENTIRE 4 
VILLA6E ? NO 9 
MOTHES -I W0NT 

I oan't. > 


wait! vou are 

B>EIM6 WR0N6ED. 
WOU MUS T 
APPEAL TO THE 

V PAMCHAVAT. > 
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r 




DOE5 MV DAU6HTER’5 HAPPI- 
HE55 ME AM NOTHIMG TO VOU ? 
SHE WILL 5URELV DIE IF SHE 15 
FORCEDTO MARRV 5UKHVIR. 
ONLV yOU CAN 5AVE HER 
AND V OU MUST. 


MAHINPRA NO LONOER HAP ANV POUBTö.HE 
WENT TO 5EE THE W/LLAOE CHIEF ANP 7VO/ n 
HIM THE WH OLE 5 TORV. _ 

~^ANP RAOHAV 
15 NOW (30IN6 






PACK ON H16 
WORP. ALLRIGHT, 
IVE WILL 56 IMMON 
THE PANCHAVA T. 


C'> 1 2~'Tl>*y 
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MAHINPRA SU PP EN LH REMEM&EREp 5QMETMIN&. | 


PON’T LAU6H, GENTLEMEN. r 
LORP GO PA LA TOO 
MU&T HAVE HEARD > & ™ '' 

RAöHAVJl'S 
PROfi 1I5E. 
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WH EN ht REACHEP THE TEMPL E , 
HE FELL AS LEEP ON THE STEPS 


LORD, PLEA5E ' 
COM e TO /fly 
WLLA6E AS MV 

WITNES5.0NLV 
► IF VOü A6REE, 
^ CAN VASANTI 

A be saved. 


• WILLCQME, > 

mahindra .voü 

WALK AHEAD. 

I 5HALL FOLLD1V. 

but VOü must 

NE VER LOOK / 
BACK. y i 
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« v 
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IF I PON T, HOW 
WILL I KNOW 
THAT HOU ARE 
, FOLLOIVINO /Y1EP 








































I --.ANP TMEN WOKE UP, 
REFRESHEP ANP INVISORATEp. 
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THE JOURdlE'i WA6> 
!N THEIR FATH ft 



24 


SAKSHI GOPAL 




THE THOPN5 IA/ THE PATH 


..EECAME SOFT FLOWERS 
ANP**- -- 


...A5 COOL A6 SAN PAL WOOD 
POWPER . |-" “ 


THE HOT SANP 
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HE TURNEP AROUND JO LOOK AND THE RE WA5 THE LORD - TURNED INTO 
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MAHINPRA RE AU SEP THAT THE 
riNKLE OF THE ANKLETS HAP 
&EEN MUF F LEP BECAUSE 5ANP 
HAP GOT INTO THEM- 


&UT THE IDOL REMAiNED 
THE SPOT • -- 


^■P^ROiRPON ME > 
^7 FOR U0SIN6 
^ [ FAITH, O LORP. 
'J&*\PLEA5E FOLLOiV 

A V ME* v 


HE RAN TO THE VILLA6E 


MAHINDRA BE CA ME DESPERATE 


I MÜ5T RüN ANP 
TELL EPERVBOPy 
v ABOUT THI5. . 


CCWE ANP 
SEE ! THE 
LORD HA5 
COMEt 
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THE VILLA 6ER5 HE RE WONPER-STRUCK WH EN THEV SAW TH AT WH AT 
MAHINPRA CLAIMED WA$ TRUE . '----— 

THE LORP HA5 INDEEP 
CO/VIE TO BEAR IWITNE55 
ANP VINPICATE Hlö 
PEVOTEE . 
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THE VILLA6E CHIEF CONFRONTEP 
RA6HAV. j - 



RA6HAV WAS CONTR/TE . 



28 


SAKSHI GOPAL 


THE VILLA6E CHIEF EM&RACEP 
MAHINPRA . j- 


L0N6 LIVE 
60 PA LUI. 


o 


/ 


/!/ 




^5 


z ^ r mm • 

x “ A 


s V 




% 


V/j 


JM 


WHO SAV6 MAHINPRA 
AN ORPhAN p| APOPT 
t HI5 TRUTHFüL BOV 

A5 MV 50N. 


LON6 LIVE 
MAHINPRA! 


Ifttr . 
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RA6HAV S0U6HT OUT 
SÜKHVIR. I - 


5UKHVIR, I CANNOT 
ACCEPT VOOR 
PRO POS AL FOR 
MV DAU6HTER. 



EVEN IF VOU PIP, 

I WOULDN’T HAVE 
THE COURAGE TO 
MARRV HER!THE 
LORD HA6 6IVEN 
HER TO MAHINPRA. 
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-T77 rrlvA!? PpPToF^épT 

FOP ALL," "'Af ~ ANP 


____ 

VMMfn LOOKEP 
CHAZMIN6 Ab A &K-' ul ‘ 



THE 1//LLA6E CHIEF TOOK THE 
PLACE OF MAHINPRA’S FATHER • 
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'mahinpra OF 



A (bREEP ANP THE CEREMONN WA5 



\T A MEET!NO OF THE WLLAGERS,THE CH/EE PPOPOEEP THAI A 1 J^^E ~ r _ 

ROUNO THE STONE tMAOE OF (bOPAL ANP 51NCE ÓOPAL HE J^oüLD 

£55 t HE ZE CALLEP SAKSHIG O PAL . ANP 51NCE MAHINPRA " ' yA ^ ANT f UVEP 

£ THE PP/EST OF TH AT TEMPLE .ALL A6PEEP ANP MAH/NPk _ *' ___- 

'APPILH EVER AF TER. t ^ ^ 



GOPAL THE W/TNE5S- 
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